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Netcong Chorus Spreads Holiday Cheer 

 

The Netcong School Chorus is made up of singers in the 6th through 8th grades at Netcong School. They are an 

auditioned group of students who rehearse diligently on Thursday and Friday mornings before school, under the 

direction of Mrs. Diana Blakely. The chorus has spent the month of December performing at various venues 

throughout the community. The chorus started off the holiday season with a bang, performing on the WSUS 

morning show. On the morning of December 1st, the students arrived at school early to travel to Franklin, New 

Jersey, where the radio station is located. “The excitement in the air was palpable,” Blakely said, “The students 

were nervous, but excited.” At the station, the ensemble walked on a stage surrounded by microphones. As the 

group warmed up, they began to feel more comfortable in the space. At 8:00 AM, the Netcong School chorus 

was on the air. They performed Jingle Bells, Share the Light of Hanukkah, and The First Snow. The 

performance went off without a hitch. “We did it!” one student exclaimed, as the performance concluded. The 

group celebrated by taking pictures with the iHeart MEDIA signs in the front lobby. “Their hard work really 

paid off today,” Blakely commented. “We are looking forward to performing on the WSUS morning show next 

year.” 

 

The Netcong School Chorus was also invited to perform at the Netcong Shop Rite. This performance was held 

after school on Friday, December 16th. “After the performance at WSUS and our annual Winter Music Festival, 

it was a blast to give a more casual performance for the shoppers at Shop Rite,” Blakely said. The chorus lit up 

the space with holiday cheer as shoppers, families, and parents watched from the sidelines. Curious shoppers 

looked on, pausing momentarily to enjoy the performance, before continuing with their preparations for the 

upcoming holiday. Shop Rite support local music programs by offering a donation to schools who perform in 

their stores. “We are so thankful to Shop Rite for their support and for the opportunity to give back to our 

community through music,” Blakely said. “Be on the lookout for more exciting performances by the Netcong 

School Chorus in the months to come.” 
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Chorus students at Shop Rite.  Pictured left to right: Ava Zajaczkowski, Mia Santana, Ciara Mulroy, Tara Charette, Emma 

Theriault, Christopher Mejia, Kyla Renegar. 
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